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The Nicaraguan National Assembly was expected to approve a bill to free at least 984 prisoners,
a move introduced by President Daniel Ortega on Nov. 5. According to the government, the list
presented to the Assembly includes 188 National Guardsmen and 763 contras. The remainder,
said Ortega, consist of about 50 Army and Interior Ministry troops out of some 450 who were jailed
for abuses or other offenses. Vice President Sergio Ramirez said a few more names may be added
before the final version is passed. While the government states that prisoners held on security
charges number about 4,300, the Permanent Commission on Human Rights (CDPH) claims that
Nicaraguan jails hold more than 9,000 political prisoners, including about 7,000 accused contras.
(The CPDH receives US government funds from the National Endowment for Democracy, funneled
via Prodemca, and maintains a close political relationships with the Coordinadora, a rightwing
coalition of political parties, business and labor groups.) Vilma Nunez, head of the National
Commission for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, said she originally submitted a
proposal to the government in March to free a total of 618 National Guardsmen and contras. She
later delivered another list of 726 cases to Ortega for a total of 1,344. None of the persons on her
list, she said, were members of the Army or Interior Ministry, because the military already has
its own mechanism for pardoning offenders. (The Commission headed by Nunez is described as
independent, but maintains a generally harmonious relationship with the Sandinista government.)
Nunez said that of those on the first list of 618, only 161 were named in the amnesty proposal that
Ortega delivered to the Assembly. She said the rest were turned down "for political considerations."
She added that the Assembly's list includes 27 persons who already have been released. (Basic data
from New York Times, 11/16/87)
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